
SUMMARY : The regionwise compound growth rates were estimated for the time periods i.e. pre-WTO
period (1960-61 to 1994-95), post-WTO period (1995-96 to 2012-13) and overall period (1960-61 to 2012-
13). During the pre-WTO period the rates of compound growth in consumption of N, P and K at the
overall level of Maharashtra were 6.06, 7.11 and 5.87 per cent per annum, respectively. The highest
consumption of nitrogenous fertilizers was observed in Marathwada region (10.38 %) while highest
consumption of phosphatic (10.38 %) and potassic (9.92 %) fertilizers were observed in western
Maharashtra. During post-WTO period the consumption of nitrogenous, phosphatic and potassic
fertilizers was lowest in Konkan region with the rate of growth of 0.99 per cent, 1.67 per cent and 2.02 per
cent per annum, respectively. For the overall period (1960-61 to 2012-13), the consumption pattern of
total fertilizers exhibits variation among all the regions in Maharashtra. The annual compound growth
rates in phosphorus and nitrogenous consumption were substantially higher during pre-WTO period
as compared to overall period and post-WTO period in Maharashtra State. Wide variations in NPK
consumption in various regions was observed may due to variations in soil type, nature of cropping
pattern, availability of irrigation, rainfed nature of crops and varied stages of agro-economic development.
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